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SUMMARY

Nic. P. Bezantakos: The Accusation against the Gods in the Ho-
meric poetry

In this paper we examine some cases, in which the responsibility for
some deeds is attributed to the gods; the purpose of this examination is
to inquire the role, which such accusations against the gods may play
in the homeric poetry.

It is evident that the attribution of error to the gods is, as regards
the motif and phraseology, a common place in the homeric poetry. It
is not right to examine the various cases independently, i.e. out of the
context and the meaning; on the contrary, the context may and each
time a different nuance in such expressions.

A general remark supported by most of these cases, is that in this
way it is explained a behaviour, which otherwise would be inexplicable
(see Z 234, H 359-60 = M 233-4, I 375-7, X 311).

Also, it has been shown that in many cases the attribution of res-
ponsibility to the gods can play a soothing / conciliatory role (I' 164-5,
438-40, T 86-90, 137, § 259-62, % 555 and 558-9) or it can preserve the
offender’s prestige (I' 438-40, T 86-90, & 259-62).

Another point is that in most cases gods and men are represented
jointly responsible for a deed (p 118-9, 4 222-3 etc.).
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