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SUMMARY

THEODORE CHR. SARIKAKIS: «The oldest University of the
World»

I am using here the term «University» for the public institution,
which emperor Marcus Aurelius founded in Athens ca 175/6 A.D. The
University of Athens offered higher education to the Greek youth for
more than 350 years (175-529).

Unfortunately, our information about its organization is very
scanty, the result being to ignore how it really functioned. We are,
therefore, compelled to deal with its professors, the way they were elect-
ed, the subject of their teaching and the behaviour of its students, about
which we have sufficient evidence coming from later authors, such as
Lucian, Dion Cassius, Philostratus, Diogenes Laertius, Libanius, etc.

During the first two centuries rhetoric was more important to the
students, but from the middle of the 4th century, when Neoplatonism
was introduced in Athens, philosophy was preferred by them.

The professors, whose number was no more than six, two for rhetoric
and four for philosophy, were paid by the imperial fiscus, except for
the period of military anarchy of the Roman Empire (235-284). The
University of Athens came to an end in the year 529 A. D., when emperor
Justinian forbade the teaching of philosophy in Athens.

TH. CHR. S.
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