S. E. Tsitsonis

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE TEACHING IN THE
SEVEN ISLANDS DURING THE BRITISH PROTECTION

The English language, according to contemporary evidence, was taught in
the first Public School in Corfu since 18127, three years before Great Britain
took the Seven Islands under her Protection. Two years after the British
Protection had been established it was decreed that after the first convention
of the lonian Senate and the ratification of the constitutional charter of the
Seven Islands by the King of Great Britain and Protector of the Seven
Islands, the lonian Senate should take all measures necessary to establish
Elementary and Secondary schools, and later on a University of Liberal Arts
and Sciences?®. Thus the establishment of a University was recognized as a
national necessity in the lonian Constitution, but the first High Commissio-
ner, Maitland, postponed its establishment for as long as he could. At last, in
May 1821, the lonian Senate issued a decree for the establishment of the
lonian Academy. Even then Maitland used various pretexts to postpone its
functioning. He failed, however, as Lord Guilford, the famous Philhellene,
offered his own house so that the various courses could be taught there
temporarily. Among the first courses taught were Greek and Latin Literature,
History, Mathematics and English Language and Literature®. In 1824
Maitland was succeeded by Frederic Adam, who gave permission for the
lonian Academy to be housed in the old Government building, where the
High Commissioner’s office used to be, and in May 1824 the official
establishment of the lonian Academy took place after an impressive
ceremony*.

Since the first year of the establishment of the lonian Academy, James
Lusignan taught the courses of English Language and Literature, performing
at the same time his duties as chief Secretary of the Academy. The lonian
historian Hiotes (Xibtng) wrote that Lusignan was of Cypriot extraction and
had been Guilford’s private secretary®. According to the teaching schedule
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of the Academy, Lusignan taught the English Language and Literature
courses every day in 1826-27.

The splendid results of the functioning of the Academy during its early
years dictated the necessity of adding more seats to the organization of that
institution of higher learning. So the seats provided were increased to
thirty-one, among them two for the teaching of English Language and
Literature. During the forty years between the establishment and the
dissolution of the lonian Academy, six professors taught the courses of
English Language and Literature in it. The first professor to teach English in
the Academy was, as already mentioned, Lusignan, who had also been
given by Lord Guilford the privilege of signing the degrees awarded to the
graduates of the Academy. The last professor of English in the lonian
Academy was P. Makris (1. Makpng), who was appointed just a few months
before its dissolution®.

With regard to Elementary and Secondary Education, there were a
number of developments in the Seven Islands, starting in 1819. During that
year there was established a Teachers Academy in Corfu under J.
Lusignan’s supervision, for the training of twenty-one Elementary School
teachers who would teach in the Seven Islands’. Later on, an lonian
educationist of the time, E. Lunzis (E. AoUvTtlng), recommended that the
English and French Language, History and Civilization be taught in all public
schools in the Seven Islands®. By 1828 there were established eight peculiar
schools in the main towns of the Seven Islands, called mutually instructive
schools, and about 120 Elementary Schools in small towns and villages. A
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little later on some schools for girls were established in various ‘towns.
Curricula in schools functioning in the main towns included, besides Greek,
reading and writing, grammar and arithmetic, a course in English Language
and elementary English civilization®.

Around 1824-25 two Grammar Schools were established in the Seven
Islands. The first one was established in Corfu and the second in
Cephalonia. In both of them the English language was taught systematically,
while the school established in Cephalonia was under the direction of an
English educationist, W. Thistlewaite. This school became famous due to
the renowned Greek philologist and educationist, Neophytos Vamvas
(NedpuTog BapBag), who taught Greek literature and philosophy in it for
about three years'®. Since 1828 there were established in every town of the
Seven Islands the so-called Secondary Schools, that is, Grammar Schools,
where students were taught the English language among other courses
such as Ancient and Modern Greek, Latin, Geography, Logic and History™".
These schools were later called «Lyceums». Thus by 1842 there were 227
elementary and secondary schools in the Seven Islands, manned by 283
teachers and attended by 8248 pupils and students, while the sum of £6,500
was spent on education each year, at a time when education at all levels in
England was still largely undeveloped'2.

Finally, a few years before the unionof the Seven Islands with Greece the
lonian Society in Corfu was established, due mainly to the efforts of Dr.
Wolff, the Secretary to the British High Commissioner in the Seven Islands,
aiming at the promotion of Arts and Letters and certainly the spreading of the
teaching of the English Language and Literature both in the Seven Islands
and in Greece. Soon this Society included 150 regular membeérs and a
number of honorary members, some of whom were eminent personalities in
the Seven Islands, in Greece and other European countries'3.
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MEPIAHWH

2. E. Towtowvng, HdtdaokaAia tng ayyAikric yAwooag kat
@tAoAoyiag ota Entdvnoa katd tn SidpkeLa g ayyAiknig mpootaoiac

H AyyAikn yAdooa didaokdtav cuotnuatikd Rdn ané 1o 1812 oto
npaTo dnuédoto oxoAeio Tng Képkupag. Apydtepa o Aépdocg Guilford
napax®enoe TO OTITL TOU Yla va yivel OXOAn, 6Tou avaueoa oe AAAQ
pabnuata didackovrav n apxaia eEAANVIKT Kat Aatviki giloAoyia kat n
ayYyAlKn) YA®ooa kat @u\oAoyia.

An6 Tov MPWTO Xpovo Tng dpuong g loviou Akadnuiag (1824) o
James Lusignan, Kumplakng kataywyng, 31aitepog ypaupaTéag tou
Aopdou Guilford, 5idaocke ayyAlkny yYA@ooa Kat ¢iloAoyia oTo avidTtaTto
auTod eknaldeuTiko dpupa. AUo €dpeq ayyAKNG YA®Ooag Kat GIAoAo-
viag 1dpUBnkav katd TV emoxn autr otnv lovio Akadnuia kat £EL
KaBnyntég didagav ayyAwkr) YAwooa kat ¢iloloyia katd To Xpovikd
dlaotnua avapeoa oty dpuon kat ) dtaAuon g loviou Akadnuiag.

TENogG, N ayYAKn YAWooa kat atolxeia ayyAlkoU TMOAITIoHoU 518AoKo-
vTav oe OxOAela OTOXEWWOOUG Kal HEONG eKMA{deuONg OTIG KUPLOTE-
peg MOAelg Twv EmTtaviowy, eva Alya xpovia mptv and v Evwaon Twv
emraviowyv pe v EANGda 1dpubnke n l6viog Etaipeia (lonian Society)
otnv Képkupa mou améBAeme oTnV MPOAYWYN TWV TEXVAOV Kal TWV
YPAUUATWV Kal otn 81ddoon tTNG ayYAIKNG YAWooag kat giloAoyiag,
1600 OTa ayyAokpatoUpeva Emtdvnoa 660 kat otnv EAANGSa.
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