S. E. Tsitsonis

THE EARL OF GUILFORD’S INTEREST IN THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS
AND HIGHER EDUCATION OF GREECE ACCORDING TO A PART
OF HIS UNPUBLISHED CORRESPONDENCE OF THE YEAR 1827

These copies of five of Guilford’s unpublished letters and extracts from
letters lie in the Department of Manuscripts of the Gennadeion Library in
Athens.’ They were sent to General Church,? to the British Ambassador to
Constantinople, Stratford Canning, and to two of his friends, Captain Rowan
Hamilton® and James Robertson® respectively.

Lord Guilford, the famous British philhellene, who founded the lonian

1. Frederic North, Earl of Guilford, copies of his letters, the Cennadeion MSS 108.

2. Early in March, 1827, Sir Richard Church sailed from Leghorn and on March 13th he
landed near Hermione and was received by the renowned Greek General Theodore
Kolokotrones and Captain Hamilton of HMS Cambrian, an ardent philheliene. Church enjoyed
the reputation of a born soldier and General Gordon agreed to conduct operations in Greece
until Church arrived. Yet Church was to prove a poor substitute for the experienced Gordon
whom he supplanted.

Church’s philhellenism was beyond any doubt, as proven also by a letter written by him to
George Canning, then Minister of Foreign Affairs, on January 8th, 1827. In this letter Church
expressed his conviction that the Greeks would obtain their freedom, and congratulated
Canning on his efforts to help emancipate them. Church accepted his appointment as
Commander-in-Chief of the Greek land forces on condition that the internecine feuds cease.
(see Ferriman, Z. D., Some English Philhellenes, Sir Richard Church (London, 1919), pp. 111,
136. Grimble, I., The Sea-Wolf, The Life of Admiral Cochrane (London, 1978), p. 299].

A long time before coming to Greece, Church was in communication with Lord Guilford, Lord
Exmouth, George Canning and other influential philhellenes. At that time the Greeks whom he
was to lead were already divided into two Assemblies quarreling almost to civil war while they
were threatened with extermination by the Turks. Missolonghi had fallen and the Egyptian army
ravaged the Morea. These two distinct Assemblies, each styling itself the National Assembly,
were sitting, one at Aegina and the other at Hermione. The former under President Notaras
advocated moderate measures, the latter under Theodore Kolokotrones was turbulent and
militant. Both of them hampered the efforts of the President of the provisional government,
Zaemes, who tried to reconcile them. Church mediated successfully between them. He
smoothed away their differences and rapidly united them in an combined Assembly which met
at Troezene. This Assembly appointed John Capodistrieas President of Greece, Lord Cochrane
High Admiral, and Sir Richard Church Commander-in-Chief of the land forces. [see Church,
E.M., Chapters in an Adventurous Life: Sir Richard Church in Italy and Greece (Edinburgh and
London, 1895), pp. 309-316]. Lane-Poole, S., Sir Richard Church, Commander-in-Chief of the
Greeks in the War of Independence (London, 1890), pp. 48-49.

3. Rowan Hamilton, the staunch Scotch-Irish philhellene Captain of HMS Cambrian, is
included in Makriyannis's list of Philhellenes (for more about Hamilton see Woodhouse, CM.,
The Philhellenes (London, 1969), pp. 64, 71, 120, 126, 135, 152, 164-165).

4. James Robertson was also a philhellene, secretary to General Gordon [see Dakin, D.,
British and American Philhellenes During the War of Greek Independence (Thessaloniki, 1955)
pp. 28-29].
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Academy in Corfu in 1824 and financed and supported it until his death in
October 1827, demonstrated a vivid interest in the political affairs and
educational developments of Greece.® This interest was strikingly depicted
in his correspondence with General Church, Stratford Canning, Captain
Rowan Hamilton and James Robertson. Thus in the first letter, published
here, dated 15th March 1827, addressed to General Church, Guilford
expressed his anxiety about the civil strife between the two political factions
in Greece and wished that an end might be put to it the soonest possible
through General Church’s mediation.® But above all, Guilford wished that the
Greeks should be persuaded to accept a form of government, arranged in
Constantinople, which would secure for them efficient internal independen-
ce, even if they would have to pay a sort of tribute to the Porte. In this way
the Sultan might be satisfied and stop further hostilities against the Greeks,
as war against them might also lead to an increase of the power of some
rebellious Pashaws who would take advantage of the situation to place the
finances of Greece in their pockets. Besides, Guilford asserted that it would
not be a disgrace for a new and weak State such as Greece would be in the
future, to yield some kind of respect to the old Ottoman Empire, as the Porte
would be flattered and appeased in this way.

It should also be remembered that up to the late seventeenth and early
eighteenth century, when the Ottoman Empire was much stronger, Moldavia
and Wallachia had achieved almost complete internal independence by
paying tribute to the Porte. Later on, the Porte began to appoint her
ex-Dragomans governors of these provinces of the Ottoman Empire, while
they retained a considerable measure of internal independence until they
were fully subjugated to the Porte, due to the fact that they were often the
battlefields in the wars between the Ottoman Empire and other powers, such
as Russia, Hungary and Poland.”

5. On Guilford’s life and activities in Corfu, his visits to Greece and relations with various
Greeks see Anonymous, «Mepi tou Aépdou Fkuidpopd», Mavdwpa IV (undated), 279-280.
Papadopoulos-Vretos, A., Bloypapikd (0Toptkd uropviuata nepi Tou Kk6untog ®@pidepi-
xou MkuiA@opd (Athens, 1846). Balanos, S.K., O k6ung rkuid@opd. AwatpiBr avayvwobei-
oa katd tnv ouvedpiaotv TN 4 AekeuBpiou ev Tw Mapvacow (Athens, 1890). Ferriman,
Z.D., Lord Guilford. The Anglo-Hellenic League (London, 1919), VI, 75-109. Marshall, F. H.,
«Lord Guilford and Greece», The Link, | (1938), 37-47. Diamantis, K.A., «H l6viog Akadnpia
Tou KounTog MkiA@opd», EAAnvikr Anuioupyia, | (1948), 725-741. Salvanos, G. I. and
Salvanos, B.G., «H léviog Akadnpia, o (5pUTAG AuTAg KOpIG MUAQOPd, ot kaBnyntai kat
onoudactai autig», EAAnvikr Anutoupyia, 30 (1949), 763-801. Spatalas, G., «®pedepi-
koG TkuiA@opd», EAANVikY Anuioupyia, | (1949), 747-751. Dakin, op. cit., 6, 27, 73, 83,
99-100. 143, 156, 160. Woodhouse, op. cit., pp. 16, 18-19, 35, 63, 69-70, 81, 97, 116, 128, 142.

6. Church soon smoothed out the differences between the two Greek factions and reconciled
them.

7. On the Porte’s policy towards Moldavia and Wallachia during this time see Cazza, J. L.,
Histoire de la Moldavie et de la Valachie (Neuchatel, 1781), pp. 32-124. Regnault, E., Histoire
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The situation of Greece, however, was different, Guilford worte, as Turkey
was her only neighbour by land and the Greek state would not be threatened
by a possible invasion of Turkish troops, as she had no other limitrophous
neighbour that might attack her, thus causing the intervention of the Porte or
the assemblage of a Turkish army on her frontier. Besides, the internal
independence of Greece would be guaranteed by Great Britain, France and
Russia, who were then conducting negotiations among themselves on the
issue of the establishment of a Greek State.®

Guildford went on to write that the Ottoman Empire governed her subject
peoples tyranically, but she would not be a bad neighbour, as already proven
by her policy towards the Republic of Ragusa, which had been one of her
tributary, internally independent States.® Ragusa had managed to be on
good terms with the Porte by ceding a small part of her territory to the
Ottoman Empire at the Peace of Passarrowitz,’® thus ceasing to be
limitrophous with the Republic of Venice.

What worried Guilford at present was that, according to information he had
received, Lord Cochrane had received a tempting invitation from the Order
of St. John of Jerusalem to fly their flag, abandoning the Greek cause.'’ He
tended to believe, however, that this piece of information was not true, that
hostilities between the Greeks and the Turks would cease and peace would
be concluded between them. Continuing his letter Guilford advises Church

Politique et Sociale des Principautes Danubiennes (Paris, 1855), pp. 57-79, and Seton-Watson,
R.W., A History of the Roumanians (Cambridge, 1934), pp. 50-101.

8. Finally Great Britain, France and Russia concluded the Treaty of London early in July 1827,
whereby Greece was established as an autonomous, though tributary State under Turkish
suzerainty.

9. About the Republic of Ragusa during the Hungarian and Turkish suzerainty over her see:
Villari, L., The Republic of Ragusa (London, 1904), pp. 163-305. About the political and
economic developments in Ragusa from the late seventeenth century to her fall see: Bjelovucic,
H., The Ragusan Republic. Victim of Napoleon and Its Own Conservatism (Leiden, 1940), pp.
18-138, and Celcio, G., Dello Sviluppo Civile di Ragusa (Ragusa, 1884). Bibliography on the
Republic of Ragusa, see in lorga, N., L’ Histoire et les Historiens de Raguse (Extrait, Mélanges
offerts & M. Resetar, 1931).

10. On the cession of a small part of the territory of Ragusa to the Porte according to the
peace of Passarrowitz, concluded on July 21, 1718 between Austria and the Porte see:
Noradoughian, G., Recueil d’ Actes Internationaux de I Empire Ottoman (tomes 1-4, Leipzig,
1897), |, 216-217.

11. Late in 1826 Cochrane had received another tempting invitation from the knights of Malta
to fly their flag. Thus Guilford had some reason to fear that Cochrane might abandon the
Greeks. Besides, General Gordon suspected Cochrane of dawdling at a time of critical urgency
and of behaving frivolously. It seems, however, that Gordon exaggerated, as Cochrane's
objective was to unite the Greeks and his influence over them was so strong that faction for a
moment was silenced. Cochrane used his influence to compel the two contending Greek parties
to cease their disputes and join together in the common cause. He also played a decisive role in
the election of Capodistrias as President of Greece (see Grimble, op. cit,, pp. 296-297, 300,
310).
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to get in touch with Spiro Tricupi, of whom he thought very highly and whose
character and abilities he extolled.'?

Wiht regard to higher education in the future independent Greek State,
Guilford thought that the Greeks would not be settled enough for some time
to establish a well-organized university. Thus they should send their sons to
the lonian Academy as long as the government of the lonian Islands, and
especially the British High Commissioner there, agreed to its proper
functioning.'® Otherwise Guilford feared that the Greeks would not know
where to send their sons to be properly educated, as they would find it
difficult to establish a good system of education and a proper establishment
of Higher Education.™

Concluding this letter, Guilford referred to the successful exertions of an
obscure captain, probaply a philhellene, by the name of McHail, at Cerigo, of
which he had been informed by Church and which he valued highly.

In an extract from a second letter published here, sent by Guilford to

12. Spiro Tricupi had been acquainted with Lord Guilford when he was about 20 years old at
the home of the British Consul in Patras. Guilford appreciated his character, intelligence and
abilities and later on he granted him a scholarship to follow higher studies at the Universities of
Rome and Paris. When Tricupi completed his studies Guilford made him his private secretary.
Through Guilford Tricupi became acquainted with some outstanding British statesmen and
politicians and probably with George Canning, the future Prime Minister of Great Britain. It was
Guilford’s intention to appoint Tricupi professor or supervisor at the lonian Academy.

During the Spring of 1827 while Zaemes and many of Tricupi's friends were involved in
political disputes, Tricupi tried to reconcile the contending factions and unite them in the
common cause. Even the historian Finlay, who has prejudiced against the Greeks, wrote that
Tricupi served his country very well. Indeed Tricupi's efforts were crowned with success as he
greatly contributed towards the reconciliation between the two contending Greek factions [see
Protopsaltis, E.G., «Xnupidwv Tpikourng», Néa Eotia, 47 (1973), 122-140 and Goudas,
A.N., Biot lMapdAAnAol. MoAitikoi ‘Avdpeg (vol. VII, Athens, 1875), pp. 165-202].

13. Despite what Guilford wrote in this letter, he intended to transplant the lonian Academy to
Greece along with its professors, students and scientific instruments. But his death in October
1827 put an end to that plan. [see Diamantis, K. A. H I6viog Akadnpia Tou KOITOG TkiApopd
(Athens, 1949), p. 14].

The lonian Academy continued functioning after Guilford’s death, but it decayed gradually.
The lonian government stopped paying its professors and staff and no scholarships were
granted to students any more. Soon its School of Medicine was abolished and some of its
professors were dismissed. Thus in the last three years before the union of the Seven Islands
with Greece the lonian Academy was an institution of higher learning in name only [see
Balanos, S. K., O Kéung MkuA@opd. AwatpiBri (Athens, 1890), p. 13].

14. Guilford was wrong about the difficulties for the establisnment of a university in Greece,
as ten years after this letter was written the first Greek university was established in Athens [on
the establishment and organization of the University of Athens in 1837 see Evangelides, T.E.,
loTopia Tou ‘08wvog. Baonéws tng EAAGS0g, 1832-62 (Athens, 1893), pp. 148-152). See
also loTopia Tou EAAnvikoU ‘E6voug (Vol. XIll, Modern Greece from 1833 to 1881), pp. 69-70
and 462-63]. Nevertheless, the lonian Academy became the nucleus of the first Greek
university, as many of its professors came and taught at the University of Athens (see
Diamantis. op. cit., pp. 15-16).
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Stratford Canning,15 British Ambassador to Constantinople, on March 20th
1827 Guilford urged him to do his best so that peace could be concluded as
soon as possible between the Porte and the Greeks. Among other reasons
for the speedy conclusion of a peace treaty, as Guilford wrote, was his
eagerness to know whether the future independent Greek State would be
able to establish a university. His interest in the education of the Greeks was
vividly demonstrated here, as he stressed that should the government of the
lonian Islands, which was undoubtedly dominated by the British High
Commissioner, give him the means he would do his best to provide Greek
students who would study in the lonian Academy with the best possible
education. Otherwise he would try to help the Greeks establish their own
university.'®

In the same spirit Guilford wrote to another philhellene, Captain Rowan
Hamilton, on March 22nd, 1827, expressing his satisfaction at the
development and progress of the lonian Academy and cherishing the hope
that many more students from Greece would come to attend its courses as
soon as peace was concluded between the Porte and the Greeks.

In another letter to Sir Richard Church, dated April 9th 1827, Guilford
seemed to be enthusiastic over the reconciliation between the two
contending Greek parties, effected through the joint efforts of Church and
Cochrane,'” and expressed his conviction that this reconciliation was more
valuable for the Greek cause than any victory Church might gain by land or
Cochrane by sea. Guilford also referred to Spiro Tricupi again in this letter,
praising him highly and expressing his hope that Tricupi would be very useful
to his country. Furthermore, Guilford revealed to Church that he had written
to Tricupi advising him to avoid getting involved in political disputes.'®
Undoubtedly Guilford realized that political disputes would inevitably arise in
an independent Greek State, as in all other States, but he hoped that such
disputes would not become an obstacle to the proper functioning that he was
to visit the other lonian islands and asking Church to continue to write to him
as often as he could.

15. Stratford Canning was also a philhellene. He had been a friend of Sir Richard Church and
a colleague of Capodistrias in Switzerland. He encouraged the Greeks openly while he was on
his way to Constantinople as British Ambassador for the first time (sse Woodhouse, op. cit., p.
153).

16. Neither of Guilford’s dreams was fulfilled, as in October 1827 he died, and his lonian
Academy decayed gradually and stopped functioning (see Balanos, op. cit, p. 13).

17. About this great success effected through the strenuous efforts of both Church and
Cochrane see Church, op. cit., pp. 309-16. Lane-Poole, op. cit.,, pp. 48-49. Grimble, op. cit., p.
300.

18. Apparently Tricupi did not need Guilford’s exhortations to keep out of party disputes as he
had already made it clear by his mediation between the two contending parties that he

cf_)nsmered unity absolutely necessary for the success of the Greek cause (see Protopsaltis, op.
cit., pp. 122-140).
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Finally, in an extract from a letter written by Guilford to James Robertson,
dated April 9th, 1827, his vivid interest in the political affairs of Greece was
made evidentagain. In this letter Guilford rejoiced at the raising of the siege
of Athens, Cochrane’s successful operations, Church’s gathering an army of
twenty thousand Greeks, and above all, at the reconciliation of the disputing
parties in Greece.

UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS
1*

(Guilford to Church, March 15, 1827, Gennadeion MSS 108)
Corfu, 15th March, 1827.

My dear Church,

I received your letter of 2nd March very lately and will send its inclosures
by the first opportunity. Your good intentions of reconciling parties will be of
more use, if they succeed, than the most brilliant military achievements.
Above all things it appears to me desirable that you should persuade them to
consent to any form of Government arranged for them at Constantinople,
which could secure their efficient internal independence. A tribute of some
value paid directly into th Hasné of the Grand Signior will prove of the
greatest advantage to the Greeks; as it will be a great inducement to Him not
to hazard expensive and dangerous wars for the purpose of placing the
finances of Greece in the pockets of two or three rebellious Pashaws.
Exterior forms of respect to an old established Imperial throne, like that of
Constantinople, may be yielded, without disgrace, by so new and confined a
Power as that of Greece must be; and no Power is so easily kept in good
humour or at least out of war, as one whose pretentions exceed its strength,
in the proportion of those of the Porte. The Porte is certainly much weaker
than she was one hundred and fifty years ago, when she began to place Her
Ex-Dragmans on the thrones of Moldavia and Vallachia. Till that time, both
those provinces paid a paid «considerable tribute, inteed, but wera
completely independent in their interior governments and the influence of the
Porie in the election of their Hospodars was, like that of Hungary, Poland,
Russia and the Cossachs, with which Powers she was alternately in Alliance
or in war, of which those provinces were the theatre. That system brought on
the entire subjugation of those provinces to the Porte. The situation of

* No corrections or changes have been made to the spelling and punctuation of the manuscripts
published in this work.
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Greece is different. Greece has no Neighbours by land except the Porte,
disputes with whom might justify the entrance of Turkish Troops into her
territory, or a great assemblage of them on her frontier. Any circumstance of
that kind must be levelled at the independence of Greece and the Country
would be armed in a moment. The Great Powers which negotiate the
arrangement will, virtually at least, guarantee it when made. The Greeks
have only to remain within bounds, and they are sure of support. The Turks,
tho’ execrable Masters, are not bad Neighbours, as was proved by the wise
Republic of Ragusa, during her long independent, tho’ tributary existence.
She gave up a small slip of her territory to the Porte at the Peace of
Passarrowithz, that she might not be limitrophous with the Republic of
Venice. | am, therefore, very sorry to hear that some of your principal people
and particularly Lord C. are said to have engagements with the Order of St.
John of Jerusalem, which are incompatible with the accomplishment of
peace. | hope that these reports are not true, and that peace will be made
and agreed to, as generally as anything can be general where there are
always eleven Captains among ten individuals.

Pray write to me when anything is settled. You will, | am sure, find Tricupi
of great use. He has extraordinary abilities and an excellent character. If the
Greeks should find themselves sufficiently settled to think of learning, they
will still find it difficult for some time to establish a good University and had
better send their sons to us here, in case this Government consents to keep
up this University on a proper footing, otherwise we cannot promise to be of
use to them and they will have a new cause of embarassment and quarrel in
forming a plan of education as well as an Establishment for it.

I am very glad that you were so much pleased at the exertions of Captain
Mac/hail at Cerigo. | assure you that | value them highly, and that | should be
most happy to visit that island.

Addieu, my dear Church. Believe me with the greatest truth,
ever your’s affectionately
(signed) Guilford
Lusignan is going to
England for his health.
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2.

(Guilford to Canning, March 20, 1827, Gennadeion MSS 108)
Corfu, 20th March, 1827

..... Pray settle your Peace as soon as you can, for many good reasons, but
among others, that | may know as soon as possible, whether the Greeks will
form a University of their own, or send their Youth to study here. If this
Government will give me the means, | will do what | can to have a University
here equal to all their wants. If not, | must do what | can to help my
Neighbours in forming one.
Your affectionate humble servant
(signed) Guilford

3

(Guilford to Hamilton, March 22, 1827, Gennadeion MSS 108)

Corfu, 22nd March, 1827

My Dear Captain Hamilton

which | trust will be soon.

4

(Guilford to Church, April 9, 1827, Gennadeion MSS 108)

Corfu, 9 April 1827

My dear friend,

| am delighted to hear that you and Lord Cochrane have reconciled the
discordant parties, and made agree to unite at Poros. No victory which you
may gain by land, or he by sea, would be of so much use to the Greek cause.
I sent a letter to you (or rather Lusignan sent it) which came from Italy and |
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will continue to send all that arrive, if possible to Napoli di Romania, or
wherever you may be if not to Zant, to be forwarded to you. Lusignan is gone
to Ancona and will proceed thence to England. | hope that my dear little
Spiro Tricupi will be of use to his country. He has great talents and excellent
principles. | have written to exhort him not to get into party disputes, which,
indeed, it is difficult for him to avoid circumstanced as he is. There must be
some political dispute in Greece, as in every free Government, but they
ought not to prevent essential cooperation and separation of legitimate
authorities. Adieu, my dear Church. | must conclude as the ship which
carries this is on the point of sailing. | have no time to write even to Spiro
Tricupi. Pray write to me as often as you can. | am going to the other islands
in a day or two and shall be absent from Corfu for a month. | will give orders
about the forwarding of your Letters to you during my absence.
Believe me ever yours most affectionately
(Signed) Guilford

5
(Guilford to Robertson, April 9, 1827, Gennadeion MSS 108)

Corfu, 9 April 1827

My dear Robertson

The affairs of the Greeks are, | hope, taking a fabourable turn. The siege
of Athens is raised. Lord Cochrane is arrived, and has gone on a secret
expedition with a pretty little fleet; and my friend Sir R. Church is said to have
twenty thousand men under his command. What is still better, they are said -
to have reconciled all the disputing parties. Adieu. Pray write to me soon.

Yours ever af/ly
(signed) Guilford
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MEPIAHWH

5. E.Towtowvng, To evdiapépov Tou Aépdou Guilford yia
TNV MOAITIKY) KATAOTAON KAl TNV avaTatn eknaidevon otnv EAAGSa
ouppva e £va pEpog TnG avékdotng aAAnAoypagiag Tou
katd to 1827

H epyacia autny Baoiletal oe mévie avékdota ypappata n oe
arooMAcuaTa TWV YPappdatwyv aut®v tou Guilford, avtiypaga twv
omoiwv BpiokovTtal oTo TUAHA XElpoYPApwY TnG Mevvadeiou BiBALOON -
kng otnv ABrva. O Guilford ta eixe amooteilel avtiotoxa otov
otpatny6 Church, oto Bpetavvo mpéaBn otnv KwvoTtavtivoUroAn,
Stratford Canning, kat oe U0 MAolapxoug Tou Bpetavvikol MoAepkol
NauTikoU, Tov Rowan Hamilton kat Tov James Robertson. Zta ypaupata
auTtd @aivetal kaBapd to lwnpd evdlapépov tou Guilford ya v
MOAITIKY) KATACTAoN KAl TV avatatn eknaideuon otnv EAAGda.

O Guilford evdiapepdTav va Tebel T€ppa otn dlapdyn avaueoa oTig
500 MOAITIKEG patpieg otnv EANGSa kat va melcBolv ot ‘EAAnveg va
dexBoUv TNV nmapaxwpnon oty EAAGda autovouiag and To ZouAtavo
ako6pa Kat av Ba EMpere va MANP®@VOUV KATIOLo pOPOo UTIOTEAELAG OTNV
YynAry MUAN.

SYXETIKA PE TNV avdTatn ekmaideuon oTo HEAAOVTIKE avegaptnto
kpdTog Te EANGdag, o Guilford mioTteue 6TL yia QpKETA xpovia ot
‘EAANveQ dev Ba ftav oe B£on va 13pUcouV éva KaAd opyavwpevo
Maverotrpio. Ma to Adyo autd Ba mpoomabouoe va Toug Bonbnoet o
{3loc va 15puoouv to Maverotiutd Toug. MéxpL bpwg TNV dpuer| Tou
ol ‘EAAnveg Ba émpeme va OTEAVOUV TOUG Yloug Toug otnv [6vio
Akadnpia otnv Képkupa, ep’ 6oov BEBala Ba To EMETPETE O BpeTav-
vog ‘Yriatog Appootig twv loviov viowv.



	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010

