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O SERVUS CURRENS ETIZ KQMQAIEZ
TOY MENANAPOY KAI TOY TEPENTIOY

Eivor yvwoté 6TL oTig mepuoodTeQes amnd TS kwimdieg
tov o Tepévtiog efxe wg mEOTULTO avTloTOLYKOL £0YC TOV
Mevévdpov. Qotdoo, m emidoaon mov SéxBnre omd TOV
‘EAMMva Townti] ©¢ TEOG TO TEQLEXOUEVO, TN dLoyoa®y Twv
YOQUATHOWY %ot TO UYPog TwV vmpwddy Tov frav evpvtepn. H
enidoaon avty elvar wdioitepa en@avic ol dLdpoeg
TUMIEC woE@Eg mov eu@avitovriar ota fpya Twv OvO
TomTdYV, XWEIC autd va onuaiver BEPora 6Tl dev VITAQYOUY TO
QTOUKG XOQOXTNELOTIXRG OTA OLAoQa €xTuma €VOS TUTOV,
oto. dudpopa  dnhadi mebowma mwov xAEBe @opd TOV
evaaprdvouy. AMwaote o Mévavdgog xat o Tepévtiog, EemteovdvTog
TN OTEQEOTUTIC, TEOOEdWOUY OTOVG YOUQOUKTHOES TOUS TOV
TAoUTO TG atopuris Lone, ne ouvémela avth 1 avipwaon Tov
timov oe Lovrové dropo va onpaiver xappld oed Gxu T
OUVEYELDL TNG KA TABOATS TTOV €xeL avTds wéoa Tov oA pa Badd
avémhaon’.

Mua tétotov eldovg Tumint poe@M eival naL o servus
currens®, o Sovhoc movu elofpyeTol PLooTIXGS 0T ORNV,
ovviibwg Aayavioouévos amd To TEEEWO woL TNy EEaym,
AVUTTEIOVOS VO AVaKOLVHOEL eldfoELS ueydine onpaotog (rakéc
1 nanég). H mohvhoyla tov 8¢ ouvvddelr pue ) Pracvvn
TOV %Al ouyxve TO oNuovTkG TEAoWTO TOV avalnTel elval
ot oxunvi aArd de yivetar avuinmtd yia #émolo Stdotnua.

L A. Lesky, Ioropit tng Apyaias EAnvixiic Aoyoteyviag (netdopo.
A.T. Toomovaung), @eooahovinn 1981°, o. 915.

* T 0V servus currens wg TEXVnS 600 BA. Ter. Heaut. 37, Eun. 36
%aL 10 0xShio 1oV AovaTou otovg Ad. 299 xau Phorm. 179.
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Andun %®L 6tav o SoUAOg CUVAVTE TO OUYKEXQUEVO TQOOWITO,
ouvvifmg vmtdoyer oAy Pwporoyicn ko xaBvoTEENoN, BOTOU
Ve avaxowBel To ooV pivupa’.

O servus currens eu@ovitetar mwévie @oEEg OTOV
Tepévtio »at Tovhdyrotov dbo oto Mévavdpo, yeyovég mou
delyveL 6tL 0 TUmOC avtdg dev elval emvénon twv Pouaiwy,
Smwg elye vmootneuydel sahéreoa”, Anuoveynidnxe oty
apyoia xwpmdio pue fGon to TESTVITO TOV TEAYLXOY ayYEhov,
mov ropwdovviay, tépace 0to Mévavdpo xat and exel ot
ot xopodia, drov améxtnoe xovoveyLe Tvol, xwelg
va xdoel 1o Teeadoolond XaarmEWTHE Tov’. Q¢ mEédpopot
auToY TOV TUTOU HItoovy va BewenBotv xvplwg dyyelot Tov
AQLoTopAvn TOV dEV AViiXOUV GTNV ®aTnyold Twv doUAWY,
Onwg 0 ApgiBeog otovg Ayaoviic (176 x.c.) #au oL 8o dyyehol
twv OpviBwv (1122 we., 1168 xe)’. Tooxewévov yia Soviovc,
OTOVG TTEOJQOUIHOTS EXTEOCHITOVS TOU TUTOV UTOQOVY V.
evrayfotv o Kvdowds g Eiprvns (261 x#.e.) nat o Owéng

> G. E. Duckworth, “The dramatic function of the servus currens in
Roman comedy”, Classical Studies presented to Edward Capps,
Princeton 1936, o. 93.

* IIB. C. Weissmann, De servi currentis persona apud comicos
Romanos, Giessen 1911 (818. duat@.), 0. 5. Ta. TOV servis currens oTig
nopwdies tov IThavtov ph. Duckworth, 6.7, 6o. 95 x.¢.

* 1. E. Zteqaviic, O Sovikog otic rwpuwdies tov Aptotopdvn. O pdAog
70U %at N poo@tj 1ov (EEPSIIO, nagdeT. a. 29), @eccakovixn 1980
(818. drate.), 0. 199. Méhota o R. L. Hunter, H Néa Kouwdic otnv
Aoyala EAdda naw tn Paun (petdge. B. A. duviiroyhov), Ad¥va
1994, o. 119, evotoxa emonuaiver dt "o dovhog ov TEEXEL HiTav
1600 KOLWVGG 0TO QWUATHG SdRa, BOTE “TO TaLyVidL ne Tig CUUPE.oELS
va ylver OYedOV AOVOVIXG OTOLYElD TWV OAMVOV OTLS OTOlES
eppaviCetar". Xopantnolotxd mapddeiypo elvar o Tétag otov
Phormio, o omoilog avapéQeTal 0Ty GuVHOELa TOV VITHEYE 0.’ EVES VL
Tukiyovtor ov dovhou pe éva wdto (pallium) nou va Yayxvouv To
agevtrd tovg (844-5), nal ag’ €1épov va tovg pwvdlovv wdmolol
ané wiow, evd ou (diol tpéxouvy (847-8). TIB. Plaut. Capt. 778-780,
Epid. 194-5.

® BA. T. B. L Webster, Studies in Later Greek Comedy, Manchester
1970 0. 92, nou @ L Komowdiig, Aptoropdvoue Oovies, Eounvevtixi
&xdoon, AbBnva-Tiavvivo 19872, 6. 209.
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TV Senxdv (1292 n.e.)’.

O pbhoc Tou servus currens givan TOWASS 1) avaxowvdvel
éva. onuovtind puivupa, sov oupBdiier oty eEEMEN ng
Sodoewe 2) n d@iE tou mpoxakel aywvio oe NOomoLoUg %ol
featéc, yiati aQyel Vo avoyvwEIOEL TO TEOOMITO TOV ovatnTel
%0l £T0L HOBVOTEQE! VO AVOX 0LV TEL TO uivupa 3) 1 oxnvixt
OUUTEQLPOQE TOV TE00ddeL 0To £0Y0 €va EVTOVO XMULE
otouyelo”.

OL oxnvéc ue TOV servus currens 0TS ROUWOlES TOU
Mevavdpou xon Tov Teevtiov uroQoty va xaThyoLoro8ovy wg
eBic:

1) O Beatiic d¢ yvweilel ex TV TEOTEQWV TO UHVURO TOV
dovlov. H dyvoia »at 1 apepfardtntd tov evreivovial ue ta
TOWHIAOL ROUKE TEYVAOUATO TTOV RABVOTEQOVV TNV TEOCOORMDUEVY
avaxoivwon (Avox. 81 x.g.).

2) To pfjvupo amotehel véo eEEMEY yio ta ToSowma €7i
MG ouNVAG, OxL Suwg %ot yio to Beati, 0 omolog Yvweilel To
TEQLEXOUEVS TOV atd TEOMYOUUEVY (AN TNS ®OUwdlog nat
vid0eL aywvio pévo og axéomn ue TLg ouvEmeLeg wov Oa €xel
N avaxolvwon Tov uUnvipatos ndvem oto Ted0mTO. TOU
goyov. ¥’ avth v mEQ(mTmon vmdoyel weydin duvvardmra
o avamtuEn ewpwvelag, ®abds o Bsatic €xer xarvTteon
YVAOoN TN ®aTaoTdoEms and Tovg nhomotovc (Ao 399 e,
And. 338 n.e., Eun. 643 n.e., Phorm. 179 ».c., 841 n.e., Ad. 299 M.S.)g.

[Mévtwg, akiCer va yiver avagopd oty Wdiopoopia
10V dY0 eMAnvindy mogaderyudtov Tov servus currens. Ty
Aomida (399 n.e) o Adog VTOXQIVETAL TOV Servus currens,
Yeyovog mwou delyxvel 6Tu 1 ouynexQuUEVY woo@Y dev ftov
aovvifiotn oty eMAnvirt xopodic o’ avtiv T oxnvi dev
vrdoyer PéBara o Aaydviaoua, TumS GTOLXE(D ™mg
OUUTEQLQOQGG eVES Servus currens, oAhd aviwwadiotatol
amd MY avagoed Tou Adov oe oT()ouS amd TRayYWOiEg

"BLD.M. MacDowell, Aristophanes, Wasps, Edited with Introduction and
Commentary, Oxford 1971, 0. 301, »ai Srepaviic, 6.1., 0. 125.

¥ B\ E. Schild, Die diamatulgzsche Rolle der Sklaven bei Plautus und
Terenz, Basel 1917, 0. 59-60.
° TIB. Duckworth, é.., o. 101.
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Sudpoowv momtdv (Awoyiiov, Evoutidn, Xaofova, Kagxivov)™?,
N omola emitehel v (dia Aettoveyla, v avEnon dnhadi
ag’ eveg TG aywviag Tov Zuweivn xal og’ €Téeov Tng
rouwmémroe Enlong otov Avoxoro (81 x.e.) o TTugplag sLoépyetal
OTN OXNVY ROl GVAXOLVAVEL TO VEX ROUTAOUWHGUEVOS 0TS TOV
Kvijuwva, eve) oe Sha 1o gopuaixG TaQadelyuato o servus
currens €Qyetol AVTOBOVAWG VA AVAROLVAOOEL TNV e(dnon
emiwAéov, otov Avoxolo m oxmvi Aaufdver ydoa otV
atTxy) Vmalfo ®oL Oyt otV TOAY, OTWS 0TI QWUATXEC
XOUOOIEC.

Extéc dpmwg and avtéc tigc 0U0 TeQURTOOELS, E(VAL
TBAVS VA VITAQYXOVY OXNVES UE Servus Currens ®ol o€ ®AToLc
amoondopata Tov Mevavopov, ta omola elte mapadidovtatl
oe GAlovg apyalovg ovyyQagelc el(te enmeQLéovVTaL OF
VEOUVAROAVPOEVTES TOTUpovS. Q0T600, aVTd TO. OTTOCTAOUOTA
elval olydoTiya xat 0ev elvat dOuvaTy N CUVAYOYH AOQAADY
OUUTEQUOUATWV OYETIXA [LE TO TEQLEYOUEVS TOVS TOQA UOVO M)
AL TVTWON EWRACLDV, TOV UTOEOUVY Vo etainfevbovv pévo av
BoeBovv nal GAha TuqpaTte amd TO CULYXEXQUUEVO €0y
Tov Mevavogou.

‘Eva  tét0l0 amdéomaocua TQOEQYETUL ORS  TOV
némvoo Hibeh 5a (Incerti Auctoris Fabula b Sandbach)™., 3
avtd o Ztedfrhog elvar évag dovhog (01. 9), mov mbavdtata
OUUUETEYEL 0T OUYXEXQULEVY) OXNVY WG Servus currens,
®00dC 010 0T. 1 VTAQYEL TO ATAQEUPATO TOEXELY A0l GTO
071. 8 0 (dlog avagwvel aoBuaivovrag: Amoilov xai Geol,
100 nvevpatos (“AndAhov xatr Bgol, 1 avamvor pov”)**
%0 1d oV (dLo Tedmo €vag dAhog servus currens, o ITvpolac,

0 BL. oxemrd A. W. Gomme & F. H. Sandbach, Menander: A
Commentary, Oxford 1973, 0o. 95-99.

11 Syetnd pe TOV TOMTH TOU OTOOTAOUATOS €X0VV dLaTuTwOEl
SLoOQETIRES ATOPELS. ZURPWOVA [LE TIS KVQLOTEQES, TO TUYHEXQULEVO
améoTaopa TEOEQXeTAL ElTte amd ®wuwdia Touv dlquova eite amd
v Yoépia tov Mevdvdoov. BL. oxetind Gomme & Sandbach, 6.7,
oo. 739-740.

2.0 T. Williams, “On Antinoopolis Papyrus 55: Fragments of New
Comedy”, RhM 105 (1962), 0. 197, onu. 9, petagodter "God, my
breath! ", Bewodvtag 6tL 0 Z1edPLhog elvar évag servus currens.
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oTov Avoxoho Méew mooogotnrev 8¢ pou | 10 mvetua (96-97)%,
gV ovyxedveg emnaieltal to dvona evég Beod (94), 6rmg
ouviibwe %évovy xor Grhou dovhou ot TéTOLOV €ldOUG
oxnvéc'!. Mdhiota moémel vo emionuavOel oxeTxd pe To
mamuowd ardéomaope ¢t 0tovs ot 9-10 xdmolog galveTol vo
xohel 10 STEGPLAO, 0TS Suwe, oty ey TOVAd LOTOY, dev
TOV avoyvweitel, yeyovog mov emiong ovuPaivel 08 QEHUETES
napdpoLeg oxnvéc®.

EE ahhov, ounvi| pe servus currens mBovig Vo VTAQYEL
xalL ot 2auie. 2tovg 01. 61-63 o ITapuévoyv galvetar vo
€yeL evnuepdoel 1o Mooylmva yio. TV emoToPn Tov ANuéa ®al
tov Nixfipatov and 1o TakidL Tovg, yeyovée mov %obiotd
OV TNV eLXacia GTOVS TEONYOUUEVOVS XAUEVOUS OTIXOVS VO
elye €LOeL TO€y0vVTAG ATTG TO ALWAVL, YLO VO OVOROLVDOEL
070 VEdQS AQEVTIAG TOU TNV emLOTOOPY Tov matéoa Tov's,
Omwg avtiotolya ovppaiver o rouwmdicc Tov IThavtov %o
tov Tepevtiov'”. Tnv exdoyn ovTh evioyUel 1 UmaEEN Tng
Poboews omwovdf] wEOS NUAC 0T0 0T. 59.

H o weplmov oxnvi vdoyel xal oto om. 286 Koerte
and 1ov NaivxAnoo, 6mov %EmToLoc avaxolvdvel oe Eva
GAlho drtopo TV acalii emioTEo@l evéc mhofov mou
uetagéger to veapd Oedgiho. Ilodnertar wéArov yua
oviTon petaky evég SoVA0V %0l TOU APEVILROY TOU %ol
elvar apnetd mbavé 10 ouyxErQLUUEVO aARSOTATUN VO

B Tyy i onpaoio €xer n MEEN mvedua now oto am. 23 Koerte: udhig
Aadotvia xal to wvedy Eovt dvw. [ag’ Sha autd, oL Gomme &
Sandbach, d.xt., 0. 740, Bewpovv ST o J1o6Buhog pe t @odon tod
TVEUPaTOS mQOomoLElTaL 6Tl avayvmoilel oTo TESOMTO  TOV
OUVOML}\A]TT’]”‘EOU némolo Be6 ASyw g Beiniig Tov evwdiag (m. Evg.
Trz. 1391: & Oetov Sudic mvedua).

i‘; TIB. Aowm. 399, And. 338, Phorm. 841.

TIB. And. 344, Phorm. 195-6, 847-8, Ad. 320-1. Ilaviwg, o
Weissmann, .t., oo. 46-47, éxe SiapooeTixt]  Gmoym,  wabdg
%Qvafmt omoladimote oxfon tou ZtodPihov WE TOV Servus currens.

W. S. Anderson, “A new Menandrian prototype for the servus
currens of Roman comedy”, Phoenix 24 (1970), o. 236.

TIB. Plaut. Most. 348 n.e., Ter. Phorm. 177 w.c.
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Bolonetal oto TEMOC pLag ounvic we servis currens'™. Towc
uahiota dev elvor Tuyaio To YEYOVOS GTL 0 TEWTOS OTIXOC ECVaLL
rapdBena amd T Towddes (01. 1) tou Evowridn mapduoia
oy Aonida o AGog yenowwomotel ToAG Tétola Tapadénata
010 Aéyo Tov.

Téhog, akilel va yiver pveia oto am. 690 Koerte, xaBdg
10 ovyrexouévo diotixo (Sedodunxd oot / Spduov torolitov
oiov 0USelc mWmote), ®alL ®vElwe TO Qhua Sedodunxa,
avapgBora Ba taloialav va éxovv AexBel amd évav servus
currens, ouwg ywa vo emainBevBel avty n ewwoacio, o
moémel va BeeBoUv nat oL VTGAoLTOL OTIYOL TG ORNVTAC.

Ilavtwg, mopd v ofefatdmmta TOV VIAQYEL YLO
®AToLa and ovTd TO OTOOTACUATH, TO O(YoVQEO TAEOV £lVaL
ot 0 Mévavdpog yonowwomoinoe avTy TV TUTLXY RLOQEMY,
1eoadidovtde g udhiota peyoAvteen mwowlhio  ®al
XOUROTNTA 08 oUY%QLom we Tov TepEVvTio, 0TOV OTO(0 Rl
T0 ROUKS ooTEAEORO OAG %o M) aywvio Tov TEoxalelTal
otovg Beatéc amd v €AEVON TOV Servus currens elvol
onuavtixd peltopéva, (cwg yiatl o Popalog moimtic, av
nOL HOULKOG, MOELE VO TAQOVOLAOEL TOUS YOQOXTHOES TOU
"megloodtego  afompenelc xar  afiooéfaoctovg’,  divovrag
"neyahiteon €ugpaon oto cvvalodnua xol oTIg TLo ToRAQES
mThevoéc e owoyevelonic Conc"’.  Asv  elvar Tuyalo
dAhwote mov o IovAiiog Kaloap tov elye emaivéoesl yio v
xafodtTa %ol YyAOQUEAT)TA NG YADOOOS TOV, woTéo0
elye emONUAVEL CUYYEOVIE TNV RATOTEQSTNTA TNS HWOULKRHS
ToV TéYVNG Oe Oxéon pe To Mévavdpo’.

8 Anderson, 6.1t., 0. 236, onu. 18.

' G. E. Duckworth, The Nature of Roman Comedy. A study in
popular entertainment (2nd ed. with a foreword and bibliographical
appendix by R. Hunter), Bristol 1994, o. 394.

2 Suet. Vita Terenti 7 (P. Wessner, Aeli Donati quod fertur
Commentum Terenti, vol. I, Lipsiae 1902, o. 9): tu quoque, tu in
summis, o dimidiate Menander, | poneris, et merito, puri sermonis
amator. | lenibus atque utinam scriptis adiuncta foret vis, | comica ut
aequato virtus polleret honore / cum Graecis neve hac despectus parte
iaceres! | unum hoc maceror ac doleo tibi deesse, Terenti.
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Summary

Dimitrios E. Dimitropoulos,
«The servus currens in Menander’s and Terence’s comedies».

The servus currens appears five times in Terence
and at least twice in Menander, which shows that this type is
not a creation of the Romans, as was believed several years ago.
Scenes involving running slaves may well exist in some
fragments from Menander as well, which are either cited by
ancient authors or included in new found papyri.

Despite the uncertainty surrounding some of these
fragments, what can be easily ascertained is that Menander
did use this type, imbuing it with greater variety and stressing
its comic elements more than Terence did.
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